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AMENDED 4x 9/24/07


Introduced by the Council President at the request of the Mayor and amended by the Finance Committee and on the Floor of the Council:

ORDINANCE 2007-837-E
AN ORDINANCE PROVIDING FOR THE ESTABLISHMENT OF A SOLID WASTE SERVICE FEE FOR collecting, processing, disposing, recycling and composting of residential solid waste, INCLUDING YARD WASTE AND RECYCLING; AMENDING AND RETITLING PART 5 (GARBAGE SERVICE CHARGE OTHER THAN RESIDENTIAL PREMISES) TO PART 5 (SOLID WASTE SERVICE FEE), IN CHAPTER 382 (WASTE COLLECTION AND DISPOSAL SERVICE BY CONTRACTORS AND CITY), ORDINANCE CODE, TO ESTABLISH A RESIDENTIAL SOLID WASTE SERVICE FEE OF THREE ($3) DOLLARS PER MONTH, AND TO PROVIDE FOR AUTOMATIC INCREASES IN THE FEE ON AN ANNUAL BASIS UP TO A MAXIMUM TEN DOLLARS ($10) PER MONTH; PROVIDING FOR PAYMENT AND COLLECTION THROUGH ANNUALIZED BILLING FOR 2008 SERVICES AND THROUGH COLLECTION THROUGH ANNUALIZED BILLING THROUGH THE TAX COLLECTOR’S OFFICE FOR SERVICES COMMENCING IN 2009 AND THEREAFTER; PROVIDING FOR AUTHORIZATION TO DISCONTINUE SERVICE IN THE EVENT OF NON-PAYMENT; AND PROVIDING FOR ALTERNATIVE METHODS OF COLLECTION OF THE FEE; PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


WHEREAS, the City, through its own forces and through contracts, collects residential solid waste, yard waste and recycling; and


WHEREAS, this service is essential to the public health, safety and welfare of the City; and


WHEREAS, the City does not now charge any fee for residential solid waste services, and absorbs the cost of this essential service through the general fund; and

WHEREAS, the City finds that the provision and funding of these services should be consistent with the best practices throughout the State of Florida where solid waste residential collection services are funded in the nature of fee based utility services to residences as they presently are to commercial property owners; now therefore:

BE IT ORDAINED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

Part 5 (Garbage Service Charge Other Than Residential Premises) Chapter 382 (Waste Collection And Disposal Service By Contractors And City) Amended.  Part 5 (Garbage Service Charge Other Than Residential Premises), Chapter 382 (Waste Collection And Disposal Service By Contractors And City), Ordinance Code is retitled and amended to read as follows:
PART 5. GARBAGE SOLID WASTE SERVICE FEE CHARGE OTHER THAN RESIDENTIAL PREMISES
Sec. 382.501. Charge Solid Waste Fee imposed.

Except for residential premises as defined in section 381.102, and section 382.501(d), tThere is hereby imposed upon the owner or occupant of each premises, not including vacant dwellings, receiving waste collection and disposal service under this part in the General Services District of the Consolidated City of Jacksonville, as set forth in the Charter of the City of Jacksonville excluding Urban Services Districts 2, 3, 4 and 5, being the territories of the Cities of Jacksonville Beach, Atlantic Beach, Neptune Beach, and the Town of Baldwin, a an annual garbage solid waste service fee charge calculated as follows:
(a)   Residential premises described in section 382.102— Three dollars ($3.00) per month or thirty six dollars ($36.00) per year. none prior to January 1, 1990.

(b)   Residential condominiums as described in section 382.102(k)— Three dollars ($3.00) per month or thirty six dollars ($36.00) per year. none prior to January 1, 1990. The Director of Public Utilities is authorized and directed to establish procedures whereby the owners of such residential condominiums shall be reimbursed annually, with the first payment to be made after October 1, 1988 by the city for their garbage service charges, not to exceed fifty dollars annually or the amount of city ad valorem taxes paid by the residential condominium owner requesting such reimbursement for the period being reimbursed, whichever amount is less; provided, however, there shall be no such reimbursement by the city for any services rendered or for any ad valorem taxes imposed commencing January 1, 1990.

(c)   Multifamily residential premises, multibusiness buildings, mobile home parks and small commercial premises described in section 382.402(a)--a charge to be fixed from time to time by ordinance or resolution, it being the intent of the Council to fix the charge at the same rate as the average annual rate of compensation paid to contractors providing the service outside the Urban Services Districts for collection, transportation and other operating expenses including disposal, plus an administrative cost reimbursement charge for each equivalent residential unit.

(d)   The owner or occupant of each premise receiving yard trash collection and disposal service shall continue to receive that service, and the charge for such service shall be included in the fee for service reflected in subparagraph (a) or (b) herein. receive an annual yard trash service charge to be fixed from time to time by ordinance. It is the intent of the Council to fix the charge that will recover the cost of collection, disposal, plus administrative cost reimbursement charges not later than September 30 annually. The Council shall adopt a resolution fixing the rate to be charged.
(e)
The residential solid waste fee set forth in subparagraphs (a) and (b) herein shall increase at the rate of one dollar ($1.00) per month per year, commencing on October 1, 2008, and continuing until such time as the monthly charge will recover the costs of collection, disposal, and associated administrative costs relating to the provision of residential solid waste services, with a maximum fee of ten dollars per month, or $120 per year, occurring in 2014.
Sec. 382.502. Payment and collection—alternative methods.

(a)
The solid waste service fees authorized or imposed by this ordinance shall commence for service provided after March 31, 2008. 

(b)
For solid waste services provided from April 1, 2008 through September 30, 2008, the solid waste service fees authorized or imposed by this ordinance may be charged on a monthly basis, and shall be billed on an annual basis and may be imposed, billed, and collected in advance. The method of billing shall be through any legally authorized method approved by the Director of Public Works. Such solid waste fees shall be due and payable at the same time and in the same manner and subject to the same penalties as are stormwater management fees imposed under Chapter 754, Ordinance Code. 

(c)
For the collection of solid waste service fees incurred as of October 1, 2008 and thereafter, the levy, collection and enforcement of these solid waste service fees shall be through the same methodology and procedures as provided for in subsection (b) but shall be collected through the Tax Collectors Office through methods and at a cost mutually agreed upon between the City and the Tax Collector. The annual garbage service charge shall be due and payable before October 31 of each year. New customers initiating service to premises commencing after October 1 shall pay the charge, prorated only as to the annual rate of compensation on a monthly basis, to the nearest half month for the remainder of the fiscal year before service commences plus an administrative cost reimbursement charge. The Tax Collector shall collect the charges and the Department shall mail annual statements therefor before October 1 to each premises known to be receiving waste collection and disposal service; or
Sec. 382.503. Discontinuation of Service; collection. continuation.
If the garbage solid waste service fees charges set forth herein are not paid when before January 31 of a year for service for which a charge is due, the Director of Public Works or designee Department may, shall, after notification of to the owner or occupant, payment of charges from the Tax Collector, order the discontinuation of continuance of service to the premises by the contractor or city, as the case may be.  The City may also utilize all other methods for collection of unpaid service charges as may be appropriate.  If the uniform method of ad valorem assessment collection is used, the failure to pay appropriate fees may result in a tax certificate and the ultimate loss of the property.
Section 2. 
Commencement of Charges. The solid waste charges service fees authorized in this ordinance shall commence with services provided on and after April 1, 2008.
Section 3. 
Alternative Means of Collection. If for any administrative or legal reason the solid waste service fees authorized or imposed by this ordinance are not able to be collected in advance under section 382.502(c) for any year of service, then in that event the fees incurred for services provided shall be collected as authorized by section 382.502(b).
Section 4.

Effective Date.  This ordinance shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor’s signature. 

Form Approved:

     /s/  Steven E. Rohan_____________ 
Office of General Counsel
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